
 

Take Away  

                  take away                  how many left?                   count back  

First, there were 5 frogs on the log. 

Then, 2 frogs jumped into the pond. 

Now, there are 3 frogs left on the log. 

What has happened to the number of  
frogs on the log? 

Little Caterpillar is hungry.  

First, how many leaves does he have?  

Then, Little Caterpillar eats 6 leaves.  

Now, how many leaves would he have left? 

 

How Many Did I Take Away? 

First, Baker Bear had 10 cakes to  
sell in his shop.  

Then, he sold some.  

Now, he has 6 cakes left.  

How many cakes did Baker Bear sell? How do you know?   
 

 

 

How Many Did I Add? 

Talk about these towers of cubes. 

First, there were 3 cubes.  

Then, some cubes were added to the tower.  

Now, there are 6 cubes. 

How many cubes were added to the tower? 

 

 

Add More 

                         add                       altogether                     count on      

First, there were 3 birds in the tree. 

Then, 2 more birds landed in the tree. 

Now, there are 5 birds in the tree. 

What has happened to the number of birds in the tree? 

Some children are playing a game.  

First, Joel is on square 5.  

Then, he rolls a 3.  
Now, what number will Joel be on?  

First, Aisha is on square 6.  

Then, she rolls a 2.  

Now, what square will Aisha be on?  

 

Challenge Yourself: 

• With a grown-up, sing a number song, such as ‘Ten Green Bottles’.  

• First, can you say how many bottles there are on the wall? Then, how many 

fall off? Now, how many are left?  

• Can you use your fingers to show the ‘first, then, now’  

number stories for each verse of the song? How many  

fingers do you need to show at the end of the song? 

Challenge Yourself: 

• Use an empty cardboard box as a pretend bus or train. Move some toys 

onto your vehicle.  

• Talk about how many toys are on the bus/train at first. Then, how many 

more passengers get on? Now, how many passengers are on the bus/train? 
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